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FOR CHARGE FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY KATZ 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, AS 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: US-AUSTRALIAN CONSULTATIONS 

REF: CANBERRA 5067 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . I AM CONCERNED THAT THE AUSTRALIANS ARE USING 
DELAYING TACTICS IN ORDER TO AVOID A SUBSTANTIVE JULY 10 
MEETING. INTENTION AT LAST SESSION IN CANBERRA WAS RESUMP- 
TION OF TALKS IN JUNE BUT WE DELIBERATELY SUGGESTED 
EARLY JULY IN ORDER TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT GOA'S 
INTERNATIONAL AVIATION POLICY REVIEW WOULD BE COMPLETED. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ARGUING THAT TALKS ON JULY 10 COULD NOT BE SUBSTANTIVE 
LACKS CREDIBILITY GIVEN THE LENGTH OF TIME THAT THE 
CONTINENTAL ISSUE HAS BEEN ON THE TABLE BETWEEN THE 
TWO GOVERNMENTS. WE ARE UNDER STRONG PRESSURE FROM 
VARIOUS INTERESTS, INCLUDING AMERICAN SAMOA AND OTHER 
PACIFIC GOVERNMENTS TO RESOLVE THIS ISSUE. 
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2. I BELIEVE YOU SHOULD PERSONALLY MEET WITH PETER NIXON 
AND TELL HIM THAT THE USG THINKS IT IS EXTREMELY 
IMPORTANT FOR THE MEETING TO TAKE PLACE ON JULY 10 

AND THAT THE AUSTRALIAN DELEGATION SHOULD BE PREPARED 
TO DISCUSS THE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES. WE ARE NO LONGER 
WILLING TO POSTPONE, DELAY OR OTHERWISE CONDONE WHAT 

ACTUALLY AMOUNTS TO A VIOLATION OF THE BILATERAL AVIATION 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND AUSTRALIA. WE 
MUST RESOLVE THIS ISSUE AND WE INTEND TO TAKE WHATEVER 
ACTION IS NECESSARY TO BRING IT ABOUT. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE ME OF YOUR CONVERSATION WITH 
MINISTER NIXON SO THAT WE RECEIVE YOUR REPLY BEFORE 
JULY 4 SINCE FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES THERE IS ONLY 
A WEEK REMAINING BEFORE CONSULTATIONS START ON 
JULY 10. VANCE 
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